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FILEDESCRIPTION

OVERVIEW

The SEER population files have been constructed for the andy sis of SEER and other databases. They contan
population datafor aspecified set of years, geographic areas and demographic characteristics. The source of these
populations is estimates for intracensal years for specid racia groups provided by the U.S Census Bureau and
estimates computed by NCI. Thetitle page specifies the geographic aress, racid groups, and years for which
populations are provided.

This documentation defines the record format, field definitions, and file characteristics for any population file.

STORAGE CHARACTERISTICS

A. Sze dependent upon file content — for most files, may be approximated by :

# of geographic areas * # of races* 2
(wherethe 2 represents male plus femae)

(Records for specific races may not beincluded if when census taken, no persons of that
raceresided in that specified geographic area or estimates were not computed.)

B. Organization: Sequentia

FILE CHARACTERISTICS

Thefile has the following characteristics:

A. Logca Record Length: 209 characters

B. Record format: Fixed length records
C. ALl text file

RECORD IDENTIFIER

Record I dentifier: Population Year/M onth of Census/Geographic Area/lRace/Sex where Geographic Areamay
be acombination of the SEER Regstry, Sate, County, or Tota U.S
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FILEDESCRIPTION

Therearesix types of population files that this documentation pertains to. Each contains slight differences in how
the geographic fields (state, regstry, and county) are used to identify the populations. Below describes how these
fields are used with each type of file.

A. SEERREGISTRY FILES
1 Filename  BYREGISTRY.TXT
2 Location: SEER Public-Use CD
3. Races: Dependent on directory containingthefile.
4. Theregstry based records areidentified by the SEER Registry codes (01-35) in theregstry field, the
two-character dphabetic U.S Post Office abbreviation in the statefidd, and " 000" in the county field.

B. SEER COUNTY FILES
1 Filename  BYCOUNTY.TXT
2. Location: SEER Public-Use CD
3. Races: Dependent on directory containingthefile.
4. The county based records are identified by the SEER Registry codes (01-35) in theregistry fidd, and the
FIPSstate and county codein the state and county fieds.

C. TOTAL UNITED STATESFILES
1 Filename: US 6900.TXT, US 9000E.TXT, US 9000H.TXT
2. Location: SEER Web site
3. Races: Dependent on thefile.
4 Thetotd United States records have"98" in theregistry fidd, "US' in the statefied, and "000" in the
county fied.

D. INDIVIDUAL STATEFILES
1. Filename: <AA>6900.TXT, <AA>9000E.TXT, <AA>9000H.TXT (where AA is adphabetica
abbreviation of state)
2. Location: SEER Web site
3. Races: Dependent on thefile.
4. FIPSstate and county codes are used in the state and county fidds. Theregstry field contains “98".

E. STATETOTALSFILES
1 Filename:  ST_6900.TXT, ST_9000E.TXT, ST_9000H.TXT
2. Location: SEER Web site
3. Races: Dependent on thefile.
4. FIPSstate codes are used in the state field. Theregstry field contains 98" and the county field
contains "000".

F. STANDARD POPULATION FILES
1 Filename: STDPOP18.TXT, STDPOP19.TXT
2. Location: SEER Web site and Public-Use CD
3. Sandard Population Identifier is the only applicable field.

The populations contained in a SEER registry record (entire state or combination of counties) and the sum of the
populations of each county within a SEER area (i.e., sum of the SEER county records) are not equivaent for years
prior to 1980. Thisisduetotheway in which 1971-1979 estimates were developed for minority populationsin the
registry records.
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COMPUTER RECORD FORMAT

ITEM NAME ITEM # POSITIONS LENGTH

RECORD IDENTIFICATION

Population Year 01 001-002 2
Race 02 003-004 2
SEER Regstry 03 005-006 2
Sate 04 007-008 2
Sandard M etropolitan Statistica Area 05 009-012 4
(SM$A)
County 06 013-015 3
Census Tract 07 016-021 6
M onth of Census 08 022-022 1
Sex 09 023-023 1
Filler — zero 10 024-024 1
Sandard Population Identifier 11 025-026 2
Filler — space 12 027-027 1
Suppression Indicator 13 028-028 1
POPULATIONS
Population: Age 00 14 029-037 9
Population: Ages 01-04 15 038-046 9
Population: Ages 05-09 16 047-055 9
Population: Ages 80-84 31 182-190 9
Population: Ages 85+ 32 191-199 9
POPULATION: ALL AGES 33 200-209 10
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FIELD DESCRIPTIONS

NAM E: Population Year
ITEM NO: 001
PURPOSE: To specify theyear to which the population applies
LENGTH: 2
CONTENTS 73:= 1973
74:= 1974
75:= 1975
80:= 1980
81:= 1981
99:= 1999
00:= 2000
NAME: Race
ITEM NO: 002
PURPOSE: To specify therace/Spanish orign of the population represented
LENGTH: 2
CONTENTS 12:=  Totd Black
20:=  Totd White
30:=  Totad Non-White
04:=  American Indian/AlaskaNative
05:=  Asian or Pecific Islander
12:=  Totd Black
20:=  Tota White
01:=  WhiteNon-Hispanic
02:=  WhiteHispanic
10:=  Non-White Non-Hispanic
11:=  Non-WhiteHispanic
*** The vaues that occur in this field are dependent on the context of thefile. ***
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FIELD DESCRIPTIONS

NAME: SEER Regstry
ITEM NO: 003
PURPOSE: To specify the SEER registry to which the population applies
LENGTH: 2
CONTENTS 00:=  Not Applicable
01:=  SanFrancisco-Oakland SM SA
02:=  Connecticut
20:=  Méeropolitan Detroit
21:= Hawaii
22:= lowa
23:= New Mexico
25:=  Seattle (Puget Sound)
26:= Utah
27:=  Maeropolitan Atlanta
29:=  AlaskaNatives
31:=  SanJose-M onterey
35:= LosAngdes
98:=  United Sates

April 2003 SEER Population File Documentation



FIELD DESCRIPTIONS

NAM E:

ITEM NO:

PURPOSE:

LENGTH:

CONTENTS

Sate

004

To specify the state of the population represented
2

zero: = not applicable

ss:= thetwo-digt Federad Information Processing Standards (FIPS) state codes:
01 Alabama 30 Montana
02 Alaska 31 Nebraska
04 Arizona 32 Nevada
05 Arkansas 33 New Hampshire
06 Cdifornia 34 New Jersey
08 Colorado 35 New Mexico
09 Connecticut 36 New York
10 Ddaware 37 North Carolina
11 District of 38 North Dakota
Columbia 39 Ohio
12 Florida 40 Oklahoma
13 Georga 41 Oregon
15 Hawaii 42 Pennsylvania
16 Idaho 44 Rhodelsland
17 lllinois 45 South Carolina
18 Indiana 46 South Dakota
19 lowa 47 Tennessee
20 Kansas 48 Texas
21 Kentucky 49 Utah
22 Louisiana 50 Vermont
23 Mane 51 Virgnia
24 Mayland 53 Washingion
25 M assachusetts 54 West Virgnia
26 Michigan 55 Wisconsin
27 Minnesota 56  Wyoming
28 Mississippi
29 Missouri
st:= the two-character dphabetic U.S Post Office abbreviations (used with SEER
regstry data):
US United States
AR Arizona HA Hawaii
AK Alaska M Michigan
CA Cdifornia NJ New Jersey
CT Connecticut NM New M exico
GA Georga uT Utah
IA lowa WA Washington
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FIELD DESCRIPTIONS

NAM E: Standard M etropolitan Satisticad Area(SM SA)
ITEM NO: 005
PURPOSE: To specify the Sandard M etropolitan Satisticad Area
of the population represented
An SM SA is defined as alarge population nucleus and nearby communities which have a
high degree of economic and socid integration with that nucleus.
LENGTH: 4
CONTENTS zero: = not gppliceble
smsa: = thefour-digt FIPS codeidentifyingthe SM SA
Seethe U.S Census Bureau document PHC80-R5 Geographic | dentification Code Scheme
for definitions of SM SA codes.
NAM E: County
ITEM NO: 006
PURPOSE: To specify the county of the population represented
A county is defined as the primary politica and administrative subdivision of astate.
LENGTH: 3
CONTENTS 999, zero : = not applicable

8

the three-digt FIPS county code — counties are uniquely identified within a
state

For acomplete list of the counties and their assigned codes for esch stete, seethe
Worldwide Geographic Location Codes, published by the U.S. Generd Services
Administration, Finance Office, in June, 1982.
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FIELD DESCRIPTIONS

NAM E: Census Tract
ITEM NO: 007
PURPOSE: To specify the census tract of the population represented

A census tract is defined as asmall statistical subdivision of acounty.

LENGTH: 6
CONTENTS zero:= not applicable
9999v99: =  thefour-digit basic tract code which may befollowed by atwo-digt suffix
code where V is an assumed decimal point
If no suffixis present, two spaces are used. For example, acensus tract
consisting of only afour-digit basic code would appear as 0001bb (whereb is
aspace). A census tract consisting of the basic code and a suffix would
gppear as 000101.
NAME: M onth of Census
ITEM NO: 008
PURPOSE: To specify themonth in which the census was taken
LENGTH: 1
CONTENTS 4:= April — the decennid censuses of 1970, 1980 and 1990 were completed during April
7:= intracensa estimates were computed for July 1 of theyear
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FIELD DESCRIPTIONS

NAME: Sex
ITEM NO: 009
PURPOSE: To specify the sex of the population represented
LENGTH: 1
CONTENTS 1:= Made
2:= Femade
NAM E: Sandard Population Identifier
ITEM NO: 011
PURPOSE: To specify the standard population represented by the record
LENGTH: 2
CONTENTS space ;= not applicable
40 1= 1940 U.S Sandard
50 = 1950 U.S Sandard
60 = 1960 U.S Sandard
70 = 1970 U.S Sandad
80 = 1980 U.S Sandard
90 = 1990 U.S Sandard
00 = 2000 U.S Sandard
WR = World Sandard
Cc1 = 1991 Canadian Sandard
C6 = 1996 Canadian Sandard
EU := European Sandard

Please note there are standard population files for both 18 and 19 age groups. When
documenting y our work, please specify both the standard population and the number of age
goups. For example, theterms "2000 U.S. (18 age groups) standard” and 2000 U.S. (19 age
groups) standard" are used within SEER* Stat.

*** Thisfidd is only used in the standard population files. Thefied will be blank in the other files. ***
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FIELD DESCRIPTIONS

NAM E: Suppression Indicator

ITEM NO: 013

PURPOSE: Toindicateif suppression exists or existed in the populations for this race and state/county

LENGTH: 1

CONTENTS 0:= nosuppression
1:= dl populations suppressed (dl cels contain zero)
2:= populations orignaly suppressed — derived from existing populations for county

NAM E: Population

ITEM NOS 014-032

PURPOSE: To specify the number of persons in the specified age group residing in the geographic area
of the specified race/Spanish origin and sex

LENGTH: 9 for each age group

CONTENTS zero— 999999999 : = population
In the standard population filewith 18 age groups, the age 0-4 "population” is stored in item
number 15. Item number 14 isirrdlevant in this case.

NAME: Population: All Ages

ITEM NO: 033

PURPOSE: To specify thetota number of persons residingin the geographic area of the specified
race/Spanish origin and sex

LENGTH: 10

CONTENTS zero — 9999999999 : = population
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